undertaken with a forecsst of ten Or more knots of headwind.
We were delaved severs] days waiting favorable winds and
finally headed west from San Diego on Jan. 11, 1884. The
take-off run was seemingly endless, and I think we hesded
west stlll below the level of the Point Loma Lighthouse. My
log shows the Flight having & dursation of 15.3 hours, and I
know we didn't stray from our course, peing the navigastor.
Cdr. Kellam didn 't start the APU until we were on the water,
not wanting to divert fuel from the engines at that point.
Hevertheless, we arrived st Ford Island where Kellam., as an
Engign, had been on Dec. i, 1841.

L believe Crew 2 had an engine failure on climb-out and
nad to raturn to Horth Igsland. The rest of the aircraft =11
made it safely to Ford island. We departed Ford island on
the 14th, hesded forp Ewajelein, but, due to an cverly lonsg
low level climb-out, consumed too much fuel earlv on and
decided to stop 2t Johnston island and refuel. This we did
and continued the next day. and then on to Guam, snd then to
sangley Point, arriving Jan. 19, 1854, VP-8 wae there
awalting our srrivel =o they could return from deplovment to
Barber s Point. The rest of the sguadron srrived in due
time, however, ] seem to remember that Kepranos’ nplane
experienced grievous problems in Hawzii and could not
continue. It was several weeks bhefore the problems were
sclved or 8 replacement plane was provided, so his crew was
very late in arviving at Sangley.

Unce established, we started the patrols. I ecan't tell
from the log book which were which, but we had s night trip
up snd down the Formosa otrait, & day trip to the Fescadores
islands with the return the next day, a day trip to Okinaws
with 8 return the next day, and three dailv South Chins Sen
patrols. In Februsry of 1954 (Crew 1 and another participsated
in & Jeint Exercise with the Dutceh and British wherein we
Flew between Labuan, Borneo, and = Frerch seaplane base
calles Cst Lai, French Indo-Chins for three davs. Crew 1
took liberty in Saigon on February 21, going from Cat Lsai to
saigon during davliight in a bus znd returning that night in =
motor launch with armed rifliemen fore and aft to guard
against a Viet Hinh sttsck. The French Foreign Legion was
still in Indo-China at that time

We spent R&R in Hong Kong wherein two crews flew into
Hong Kong; one went sshore and the other returned the Disne
to Zangley. Steve Loo was onp guide and constant companion
while there. We sztaved in the Grand Hotel in Zowloon and
took tours evervwhere - Victoria Pesk, Floasting ERestaurants
at Aberdeen, ERepulse Bay, Tiger Balm ardens, Mohan ' s, snd
tnrough downtown Hong Rong and Kowloon. We even enced up at
2 police station in Kowloon to testify in behalf of ocur eah
drivey who had been involved in an sceident with u= on board.
Incidentally, we ssw gquite clearly why the British were
graaually losing their emplire. A Brit was the msin man at
the police station with all cthers being native. The Brit
showad nothing but total digsdain toward his subordinates, the
accused, and ourselves.
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