MEMORIES OF VP-40, 14b3-1d909
oy
Relph E. Van der Naillen, Jr.

In March of 1853, {Cdr. Whitener brought VP-4U back from
Sangley Point in their PBH Hariner aircaraft. The sguadron
nnderwent the normal lsave and rransfer process, 80 1in a
short time Cdr. Joe Kellam {(now deceased) took over as
Commanding Officer with Cdr. Jim Logan &s Bwecutbtive Officer.
Almost coincidentlyv, the PBM s were exchanged for PoM-1
Marlins, VP-40 being the first West Coast squadron To rTeCcelLve
the new aircratt.

The sguadron had some fifty officers of whom Six wers
regular Navy and the rest about egually divided between
recalled Ressrves and First tour Reserves. The recalled
Deserviste came Ffrom NARTU Oskland, HARTU Seattle, HNARTU
Nenver, NARTU Memphis, and, in at least ons instance, the
“tandby Heserve.

T helieve we started out with twelve aircraft and crews.
T was first navigator in Crew 1 with Lt. Gene Aiken from
Oklashomz as first pileot and Ens. Bob Lynech as second
navigator. Cdr. Kellam was, of course, the FPatrol Plans
Commander. The plane captain was 'Pappy’ Ford, Petty Officer
Bridges was the gunner and Chief Gray sat at the radio
station. 1 do not recall the cther crsw members. Cdr.

Logan had Crew 2, and the recslled Heservists had most of the
other crews. Ledyr. Harry Thorington, a regular, was Supply
~Officer and hsd his own crew, Crew 11 comes to mind.

Ledr., J.KE."Robbie” Robison, NARTU Oaklanag, was
Orerations Officer, Ledr. Phil Hosa (now deceasedy, NARTU
Oskland, wzs Admin Officer, and 1 believe Lodr. "Keppy
Rapranos was maintenance Officer. 1 was sgent Lo
Commpunications Qfficers Short Course in Montersy and relieved
Ltig. Dsve Desrolph. Ens. Hike HMadden, a grounc officer, was
our Air Intelligence (Officer, assisted by Ltjg. Mac Helinnes.

Nther officers in the sauadron were Don ¥Wasson, Jim
dummers, Jim Stevens, fritz Heigandi, Hzl Hanscn, Uon —
Lindsay, John Simmons, Ed Vigla .- Buzz’ Hozzuto, Lbon...o |
Shiflette, Bob Odgers, Bhil N :

Pettyijohn, Bill Sgcord T RBeb(?Y Holman, Jim Crane, (7}
Coffield, Tom Altee, (?) Cobb, Henry Abe, Newt Hewion, Hal
Stevens, Rayv Canncon, and others whose names may come L0 wind
agm 1 recall those times.

The tresining cvele was Far from routine what with new
sirceraft, and virtuslly new pilots. During the cycle =
sericus condition was found in the sircraft csllsed
intergranular corrosion. This seemed to affeci thse magnes 1iuim
5llov csstings such as flap hinges and so forth. 1 don t©
recall the fix, but thev may have been replaced by zluminum
castings. The time to diagnose and fix this Tault atretched
the training cvele so sectually VE-40 was not ready Lo degloy
until January 1854,

Az 311 P5M pilots know, the plane was heavy and somewnat
nnderpowered for its size., Thus, the Transpac could not be
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